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EncLianp never did, nor never ſhall, 

Lye at the proud foot of a Conqueror, | 

But when it firſt did help to wound itſelf : 
If EncLAn> to itſelf do reſt but true, 

Come the three corners of the world in arms, 


And we ſhall ſhock them. N | 
| e FaiconBRIDGE. 
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| Sir GEORGE SAVILLE, Bart. 


TEE following Plan of In- 
ternal Defence being chiefly 
founded on the Effects of the 
preſent Militia, cannot be 
more properly addreſſed than 
to the Senator who ſo warmly 
promoted that Eſtabliſhment, 
and the Officer who ſo emi- 
nently evinced its Practica- 
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INTERNAL DEFENCE, &c; 


Ir was a maxim of the great De 
Wit, that the weakeſt and moſt * 
defenceleſs ſtate ſhould not ſuſtain 
a palpable injury from the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt powerful, without re- 
ſiſtance: How then would ſound 
policy direct this nation to act on 
occaſion of the preſent faithleſs 
inſult of our Gallic Neighbours ? 
| B Would 


* «1 


- ry 


Would it not ſecond the generous 


ardour which fires every breaſts and 


do not paſſion and prudence equally 
call for inſtant war? 


3 


. * he. * oy 


The goblin Invaſion, and the 
Expence of War, are the two great 


arguments of the partizans of peace 


and of France (for they are the 


* fame at preſent) to induce us to 
put up with ſhame and diſhonour. 


_- To. diſarm this Goblin of its 


terrours, and by laying down an 
efficient Plan of Internal Defence 
atia ſmall expence; to ſet our 


Navy at liberty. to hurl its thundets 


4 | + \ 
e£ ; 
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exl 


on our enemies, and at the ſame 
time to obviate as far as poſſible . 
every other objection to war, by 
leaving ſufficient funds for its ſup- 


port, is the aim of the preſent 
tract. 


© Marſhal Saxe obſerves, that whole 
regiments poſted in lines will give 
way if they ſee a troop of horſe 
enter within a mile of them, ſup- 
poſing all loſt as ſoon as their en- 
trenchments are forced; which 
| event he recommends them always 
to be prepared for, and to depend 
more on repulſing the enemy when 
entered, than on obſtructing their 


B 2 entrance. 


Bb „ 

entrance. On the like principle I 
would have the people of this na- 

tion conſider an invaſion not only 

as attempted but executed, and 
prepare them to look with confi- 
dence and contempt on the inva- 


der. The ſeas are our * intrench- 
ments; let us not at an immenſe 
expence keep our Navy hovering 
round them, but let us for a mo- 
ment depend on ourſelves , and we 


may find our fleet will be a more 


effectual guard to this iſland when 
acting in their more natural cha- 
racter of aſſailants. | 


Four ſhall find us in our falt-water girdle, if you 
beat us out of it, it is yours, if you fall in the adventure, | 


- "Fmt 


our eros all fare the better for you. 
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That we have reſources wid 


ourſelves to - enable us to at in 
this manner and to ſet invaſion at 


defiance, I am thoroughiy con- 


vinced, and think it will be no 


great difficulty to point them out 


to the ſatisfaction of the moſt ti- 


mid. 


The following calculations do 


not pretend to exactneſs; they are 


taken in round numbers, and tho 
I am convinced put much below 
the actual fact, yet when ſummed 
up will amount to ſuch a force, 


that any foe, foreign or domeſtic, 
may have the ſatisfaction to dedu& 


B 3 — 1 


Es ) 


ten or twenty thouſand men from 


the agregate number, and yet the 
mortification to find the remainder 
much more than equal to the task 
allotted them. Where theſe 1e- 
ſources are to be found, 'and how 
arranged, will be the ſubje&t of up 
following Pages. | 


The Militia, according to the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, amount to 


upwards of thirty thouſand men. 


They were firſt raiſed in the 
year 1759 ; great part were embo- 
died in that and the fucceeding 


„ 
year, and continued in actual ſer- 
vice til the png” in 176 3: | 
The idea of Country al 
being able to form and diſcipline 
entire new regiments, wa at rſt 
- treated as very ridiculous. by 1 many 
Military Pedants, and as the mea- 
ſure was not a great favourite either 
with the court or the army in gene- 
ral, the greater part of the officers 
who were fent to inſtruct them, brave 


and experienced as they might be 
in the field, were not ſuch perſons 


as would haye been choſen for that 


purpoſe, had ſucceſs been much 
wiſhed, | Many however of the 


gentlemen 


(8) 
gentlemen of the army, with the 
true liberality of their profeſſion? 


lent their aſſiſtance ; and it fortu- 
nately, indeed naturally, happened, 
that the moſt able were the moſt 
willing to communicate inſtruc- 


tion. 


Numerous as the diſadvantages 


Wers which the Militia Officers la- 


boured under on their firſt efta- 

bliſhment, and ſlender as the aſſiſt- 
ance that was afforded them, ſpi- 
rit and aſſiduity ſoon overcame their 


difficulties, which indeed were not 


found near ſo great as the myſte- 
rious policy of many of the mili- 


tar7 
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TT 
tary | had repreſented them. The 


ſcience of training men to arms» 
which they had been taught to 
look up to with ſuch awful de- 


ference, did not, upon a neater 


view, appear ſo hard of attainment; 
and the Wiltſhire, Dorſetſhire, and 
Sir George Saville's battalion of 
. Yorkſhire, proved there was ſcarce 
any degree of perfection at which 


a Militia Battalion could not ar- 
rive. Indeed the whole body were 
far from having any cauſe to be 


aſhamed of their diſcipline ; but as 


there always will be a difference in 
the conduct of regiments, accord- 
ing to the different tempers and 

diſpoſitions 


(10 ) 
diſpoſitions of the officers, theſe are 


mentioned as the moſt ſtriking that 
fell under the writer's notice: . 
There might be many others 9 
ally excellent, which he had not 


an . to obſerve. TE 


Equal lence is not to be 
expected i in thoſe regiments which 
were never embodied, but experi- 
ence has ſhewn that even the ſhort 
ſpace of twenty-eight days i in the 
year has been ſufficient to form 
battalions far from contemptible, 
and ſuch as may be depended on 
as a very reſpectable addition to 
the force of this iſland eſpecially 


when 


( o ) 
when it is conſidered how ſoon 
they will acquire the neceſſary diſ— 
cipline when called, together. oof 


ebe in the uſe off tha fre. 
lock is but part of the neceſſary 
qualifications of a ſoldier this a 
man might arrive at without leav- | 
ing his own houſe ; 39189 perfect ac- 
quaintance with the evolutions is 
equally neceſſary, which cannot be 
attained but by men aſſembled in 
bodies; when they alſo acquire 
chat idea of the neceſſity of ſubor- 
dination; which is ſo eſſential to | 
military diſcipline ; for it is not, 
in general, compulſion, but con- 


viction 5 


3 

viction, that keeps the ſoldier in 
obedience, the neceſſity of which 
he ſoon perceives when aſſembled 
with others. 


Had the Militia been entirely 
changed every three years, accord- 
ing to the firſt idea, it would by 
this time, taking the ttumbers at 
thirty thouſand, have been the 
means of training upwards of one 
hundred eighty thouſand men ; 
but as many, when their three 


years were expired, entered again, 
and thereby prevented the train- 
ing others in their room, à conſi- 
derable deduction muſt be made on 

- that 


( 13 ) 

that account : But even allowing 
for this deficiency for thoſe coun- 
ties whoſe Militia were never rail- 
ed, for deaths and for infirmities, 
we ſhall certainly be very moderate 
in taking the trained men now fit 
for ſervice in this country, exclu- 
five of the preſent regiments, at 
fifty thouſand. What proportion 
the officers who have left the Mi- 
litia bear to this number, I cannot 
form a tolerable computation of, 
but ſuppoſing there now only to 
exiſt half the number of the pre- 
ſent Militia eſtabliſhment fit for 
ſervice, there will (as the Militia 
regiments were in general. very 
ſtrongly 


„ 

firongly officered, none of the com- 
panies, I believe, conſiſting of above 
ſixty men, ſome originally of only 
forty) be ſufficient to command the 
above body, at leaſt when added to 
the officers of the army, who have 
quitted, or are on half pay; and 
though many of thoſe Gentlemen, 
both Army and Militia, are re- 
ſiding on their eſtates, or follow⸗ 
ing different profeſſions, and would 
not be willing, nay indeed could 
not in juſtice to themſelves and 
families again devote their time 8 
to the ſervice of the ſtate in 
the exiſting Militia; yet an enemy 
actually landed, the major part 


would 


1 15 35 


. 4 could with propriety 
| fly to the aſſiſtance of their coun- 


iy. Moſt profeſſions would be at 
A ftand, and the moſt effectual way 


of taking care of their property, 
would be in arms. 


— 


1 0 hold this body of men in 
readineſs fot ſervice, | in the manner 


eaſt. inconvenient to themſelves 


and at the ſmalleſt expence poſſible, 


muſt be the next object of our con- 


ſideration. The mode propoſed i is 


this: 


on the commencement of actual 


war, and not before, let an account 
1 


be 


26 2. 
be taken of the names and places 
of reſidence of the private men. 
The officers, it is preſumed, will 
willingly give in theirs, nor is any 
unwillingneſs ſuſpected in the o- 
thers; but as their circumſtances 
are different, ſome compenſation 
muſt be made for the loſs of 
time. The following regulations 
would perhaps prove effectual both 
to induce them to inroll them- 
ſelves, and to keep them in ſuffi- 
cient readineſs for the ſervice that 
will be required of them. As 


they are only to be called upon 


when an enemy is actually landed; 
| a call to which every able man in 


b. =. ) 
the 1 will be equally liable ; 
for the foe once landed, the King 
has a right to the perſonal ſervice 


of every individual, and martial 
law becomes the law of the land, 


. That "x . = be divided 
into diſtricts in the center of each 
of which the men enrolled be muf⸗ 
tered twice a year, 


II. That as the call for their 
ſervice, ſhould it ever happen, muſt 


be inſtant, proper cloathing be pro- 
yided 1 in readineſs for ſuch event. 


66 The 
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( 18 . 
The following are eſtimates .of 
the charges attending the propoſed 


meaſures. 


Particulars and ite of 4 


charge of cloathing for fifty thouſand | 


men according to the above | plan. 


A jacket and 88 of white „ 
Gloceſter ſhire ker ſey, — . | ; o 12 © 
A round white hat and cockade © 128 
A pair of white yarn boot ſtockings 9. #5. 
A pair of black leather x garters and e 
buckles — — 6 © 4 | 


Cloathing for 30, ooo men, at Fifteen = 
ſhillings each, amounts to = - $7,500 


This cloathing to be kept in the 
center pariſh church of each diſ- 
tri, 


{ 19 ) 
tric, 1 be worn only on muſter 
days, and to be delivered out one 
ly on occaſion of the men being 
called upon in caſe of inyaſion, or 
at the concluſion of the war, 
when it is to become their pros 
perty, and it is preſumed as work- 
ing cloaths (with a view to which 


it has been projected) will be ng | 
undeſirable acquiſition, | _ | 


Annual EXPENECE: 


Pay 19 S0 nen 4 muſter. 8 . 

in each year, at 4s. per day 20, N00 | 

Salary to clerks, care of the cloath- 
ing and contingent expences at © 2, 


BF $09 Por gwen.» || 20s 
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By this mode A body of fifty 


| thouſand men would be readineſs 


for inſtant ſervice at an expence 
of 37 ; 500 J. on the commence- 
ment, and an annual expence of 
5 oel. during the continuance of 
the war ; ſhould they ever be call- 
ed out about 208. each would fur- 
niſh them with breeches, ſhirts, 
ſhoes, and every other neceſſar ry 


they could have occaſion for. 


Having thus it is apprehended 
pointed out a body of fifty thouſand 
trained men to be always i in readi- 
neſs for the defence of their coun- 
try, we ſhall next conſider the city 

"79 Þ „ militia, 
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militia; and endeavour to form < 
plan for raiſing them from their 
preſent deſpicable ſtate to ſuch a 
reſpectable ſituation as becomes the 
_ dignity of the metropolis, and as 
might enable them, if called upon, 
to emulate the conduct of their 
anceſtors, who in the laſt century 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves among the 
foremoſt Troops both for diſci- 


pline and valour. 


The city milled conſiſts of fix 
regiments, diſtinguiſhed by their 
different colours, yellow, red, 
orange, green, blue and white, 
amounting in the whole to about 
ſeyen thouſand men. * 


— EE — — 
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It is needleſs to enquire into 
their preſent eftabliſhment- and ex- 


pence; ſome alterations may == 


neceſſary to the following plan, 
but the general idea is certainly 
practicable and applicable. 4949. 


: PL AN of diſcipline for the CITY 


MILITIA. 


That each Regiment furniſn 0 one 
bed: and fy men with proper 


| officers to ſerve for three years, the 


uniform to be of the ſame make, 
but each detachment to be faced 
with the colour of the Regiment 
which furniſhes It, and to be new 


loathed at the expiration of every 


third year. 
In 


1 23 9 

In what manner the officers to 
| theſe detachments ſhould. be ſup- 
plied by the reſpective Regiments, 
may be a matter of future conſi- 
deration, ſhould the above or any 

fimilar meaſure be adopted. 
This will form a battalion of nine 
hundred men to be trained and 
exerciſed twenty-eight days i in every | 
year, upon the plan of the preſent 
county militia, but not to be ſub- 
ject to be called out but in caſe of 
actual invaſion or rebellion, in 
which it might either act as a bat- 
talion by itſelf or each detachment | 
| being incorporated with the regi- 
ment 


( 24 | 
ment from which it was. furniſhed, - 
they would, by their knowledge of 
diſcipline, and the example they 


would give, ſoon render the whole 


ſerviceable troops, as the reſt would 


in time have the advantage of, 


conſiſting for the moſt part of train- 
ed men by the rotation above pro- 
poled to be obſerved, in order to 
effect which the more ſpeedily, 
ſhould the meaſure be now adopt- 
ed, it might not be improper to take 


three hundred men from each regi- 
ment, during the continuance of the 


impending war, which (ſhould the 
expence conſidered as permanent, 
be thought too great) might be re- 


duced 


„ 
duced to half the number on the 
concluſion of peace, and either re- 


vived again, as a war eſtabliſhment 
or not, as the effect it would have 


on training the whole body, or as 


the circumſtances of the nation at 


the time * dictate. 


It may bs able that 1 * 
poſe the whole expence to be borne 
by the city, as an eſtabliſhment 
peculiar to itſelf, ſhould the charge 


be eſteemed too great, and ſhould 


it be thought proper to defray it 


in the ſame manner as is now, done 
for the county militia, the bat- 


talion formed * detachment from 


the 


PYE 
the different regiments muſt alſo 


be liable to be zalled out on dan- 
der of war of invaſion. 


| EsTtMaTt of the nad of a bat- 
talion conſiſting of nine Captains, 
19 Lieutenants, 17 Enſigns, one Ad- 
jutant, 36 Serjeants, 18 Drummers, 
and goo rank and file, to be ex- 
erciſed 28 days in the year. The 
Adjutant, Serjeants, and Drum- 


mers to be in conſtant pay, the 
| field officers to receive captains 


pay during the time of exerciſe. 


One 


( + } 
1 One Grenadier, and eight batta · 
lion companies, of 100 men each. 
= | | 25 :& S. d. 
9 Captains, 28 days, at 76. 64. 94 10 © 
19 Lieutenants, 28 e 

_— 93 2 » 
17 Enſigns, 28 days at g3. 71 8 0 
Tx Adjutant, 365 days, at 6s. 109 10 o 
36 Serjeants, 365 days, at 1. 667 © © 
18 Drums, 365 days, at 6d. 164 5 © 

- Additional for Serzeant Major 


865 days, at dl. _ 9 2 6 
5 Ditto for drum Mejor, dhl 8 6 
oo Pridue, 28 days, at 1. 1260 © o 

| 2468 0 0 


Es IAHAT E of the charge of 
doathing for a battalion of nine 
hundred rank - and file, to be new 
dcCileathed once in three. years; 
1 


(. : ) 


thirty ſix Serjeants, eighteen drini- 


mers, to be new cloathed annually, 


900 rank and file cloathed once 


in three years, at 1. tos. each. 


1350 1s per annum. — 430 0 © 
36 Serjeants cloathed annually, | | 
at 3 — 108 0 0 
1s Drummers cloathed annually = 
at 21. 10s, — 45 0 © 
Extra for Serjeant Major 2 0 © 
Ditto for Drum oer... 1 0 © 
607 0 © 


By the foregoing eſtimates the 


whole annual charge of a batta- 


lion would be L. 3075 ; but there 


is an expence to be incurred on. 


their firſt eſtabliſhment, in which 
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I would wiſh the City to be even 


laviſh, not only for their own honor 
and ſafety, but, to ſet a much 


wanted example ; I mean the pro- 
_ viding of arms: To ſpare no ex- 
pence in raiſing and diſciplining 


troops, and then, chrough ill Judg- 
ed parſimony to furniſh them with 
defective arms, has ever appeared 


to me the extream of abſurdity. —— 


A ſoldier' s arms ſhould be the moſt 
perfect of the kind. Is he to de- 


pend on his fire, his piece ſhould 


neyer miſs : 3 Ib the bayonet to be 


: uſed, it ſhould never break or 
unf. 5 5 = 


1 ! „„ WE »& 2» % 3 * 
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Four 


Cao ) 
Four pounds a man bud 1 ap- 
prehend be amply ſufficient for 
the purpoſe, including accoutre- 
ments, drums, colours, &c. which 
would amount to 360ol. the bat- 
talion, and might be confidered a as 
an expence never to occur again: : 
The arms would laſt half a cen- 
tury ; and as to the other more 
periſhable articles, the faving a- | 
riſing from the pay of the men, 
who from fickneſs or any other 
impediment, did not join at the 
time of exerciſe, would form a 
fund to replace them to eternity, 
and to anſwer any other contingent 


expences. Should the whole body 
= — W 


„, 
be called on in caſe of actual in- 
vaſion they muſt be furniſhed with 


arms from the Tower, which, We 


ſhould hope, by that time, the 


city having : ſet the example, would 
be ſomewhat different from thoſe 


at preſent uſually delivered out. 


The Tower Handel kundig Ar 


nother body of about four thouſand. 
| They might either be put on the 
eſtabliſhment of the county militia, 


as. they were in the year 1759, 
when they were to furniſh 1160 


men, or they might be diſciplined 
on the ſame plan as above propoſed 


for the city, which perhaps would 


be 


8 32 5 

be thought the moſt eligible, as 
there were undoubtedly goqd rea- 
ſons for omitting them i in 1. the ſub⸗ 


Vi 


: quent: militia acts. 


The Royal Docks 1 fupply. us 
with 7000, moſt athletic and very 
well trained men. 


* 


Let us s now fum up our Forces : 


py _ » — } 


| Regular Troops, ts ,, 7 GR 
Eſtabliſhed Mit. — 30,0% 
Traned Men, * — " TION 2 | 50,000 
City Militia, — | fk 75000 
Tower Hamlets, —  _ 4,000 
Royal Dock Regiments  — 97,000 
Total — 1 — 8 128,00 


. 
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Tf it is poſſible this force ſhould 
not be thought ſufficient to eat up 


any army that could invade us, 
there are innumerable other re- 
ſources in this, kingdom ; and that 
the number might be doubled in 
_ caſe of neceſſity, is np to demon- 
Mate 


3 wars, eſpecially between 
England and France, have been in 
great meaſure competitions of ex- 
Pence. Money has been called the 
ſinews of war; and to put your 
antagoniſt to the greateſt charge 

poſſible, with the leaſt expence to 
yoyrlels, is certainly ſound and ef- 
D fectual 


( 34. ) 


fectual policy. This game France 
has always played with too much 
fucceſs on the firſt appearance .of 
any difpute with England. Me- 


naces of invaſion, and marching 
troops to the coaſt, have been the 
means ſhe has employed to alarm 

and impoveriſhthis country. Should 
the propoſed meaſures be adopted, 
we might look upon her motions 

with indifference, nor would it be 

worth enquiry whether her troops 
were on the coaſts, or in the moſt 
remote urs of the * : 


The diſpoſition of theſe. ober | 
fhould they he « ever. called upon, is 


not 
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not the writer's province: the mode 
of defence muſt be in ſome degree 
adapted to the attack: but he hopes 
it will not be thought too preſump- 
tuous to obſerve, that when a nation 
is united within itſelf, every hour 
weakens the aſſailant, and ſtrength- 
ens the aſſailed; that theſe troops 
would be conſtantly improving even 
in face of the enemy ; and that the 
invader's only hope can be in cele- 
rity, the invaded's certainty is in 


delay. 2 
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